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Dear VIUFA members,

Thank you all for giving me the opportunity to work as your FPSE Academic Governance
Representative for 2025/2026 year. | jumped on this position in September 2025 to fill the vacancy
created after Dana McFarland moved to a new role in VIUFA. | am new in this position and new to
the VIUFA Executive Committee. To be honest | was kind of lost myself in the beginning, and was
wondering what | am supposed to contribute while | am bearing the torch that was passed to me
by my great predecessors. Dana was kind enough to guide me, and thank you Dana for that. | have
learned a lot in past 6 months of my tenure. | have attended most of the VIUFA executive meetings.
Attending regular executive meetings is the most educational, fun, and positive experience for me.

| have represented VIUFA in two FPSE Academic Governance Committee meetings, one in
October 2025 and the other in February 2026, and | learned and enjoyed myself a lot. Meeting with
representatives from other locals was very positive and learning what is happening in the other
locals was eye-opening, especially in the climate where all locals are facing tremendous pressure
from the employers in the name of financial exigency. In October 2025, we examined important
issues like Safeguarding Democratic Processes and Faculty Representation in Collegial
Governance, Transparency and Accountability in Board “In Camera” Meetings, Faculty Access to
Governance Meetings, Protecting and Maximizing Professional Development Resources,
Monitoring Program Suspensions, Cancellations, and Academic Integrity, Clarifying Governance
vs. Operations: Defining Faculty Roles under the Acts, and Ensuring Full Faculty Representation
on Board or Senate Sub-Committees. In February 2026, we continued to examine the same issues
along with the Post-Secondary Education Review by BC Government. The committee produced
reports from both meetings, and both reports have been shared back to all the locals. | have also
reported them to VIUFA.

| successfully recruited three members to the Nominations Committee, who will conduct the
VIUFA elections scheduled for April 30, 2026. | thank the Nominations Committee members for
coming forward, and wish them the best for conducting a great election.

I am grateful to all VIUFA members for the honor and the trust that you have bestowed upon me. It
was a great pleasure to serve you as one of the VIUFA Executive Committee members. | would like
to thank all VIUFA Executives for being so nice, resourceful, and helpful. | would also like to thank
Laura Buechler and Deb Morran for their relentless support for VIUFA.

In solidarity,

Humayun Kabir



