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VIUFA maintains an annual Professional and Scholarly Development (PSD) fund of $4,500 
to support activates that benefit all VIUFA members. There are two calls for applications, 
one in November and one in March.  

The call in November funded two VIUFA members. Unfortunately, no applications were 
received during the March call. However, a late application may be considered, as an 
opportunity arose after the deadline that aligns well with the goals of the PSD fund. 

On December 17, 2025 the committee awarded funding to the following members: 

Jenn Houtby-Ferguson (Department of Recreation Tourism and Hospitality Management) 
was invited to represent Canada on the USMCA/CUSMA panel. Jenn put VIU and the region 
on the international stage as she discussed sport diplomacy and economic opportunities 
related to FIFA 2026. Dissemination of this experience with be shared with members so 
they can learn from this opportunity. The PSD awarded $1,000 of funding in support. 

Ursula Filis (Department of Health Sciences and Human Services) attended and 
presented doctoral research at The World Indigenous Peoples Conference on Education 
(WIPCE). Participation in this international conference supports the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of Canada’s Calls to Action. Knowledge gained will be shared 
with members through resources and examples of Indigenous educational practices that 
support student success. The PSD awarded $1,000 of funding in support. 

Unfortunately, this leaves $2,500 unallocated. However, we are hoping to fund another 
project over the spring as these funds provide many enriching opportunities for our 
members.  

The PSD Committee consisted of Eliza Gardiner, Johnny Blakeborough and Joslynn Affleck, 
Chair. As chair of the committee, I would like to thank the other members for their time, 
commitment and service on the PSD committee.  

Joslynn Affleck, Chair 

 

 


