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Thank-you for the opportunity to serve as your representative of Post Secondary Educators 
Workplace Health, Safety and Environment Committee (FPSE WHSEC) for the 2025/2026 
term.  Unfortunately, other commitments are forcing me to step away from this role in the 
coming year, but it has been a rewarding and enjoyable experience being able to serve the 
VIU Faculty Association. 

As FPSE WHSEC rep, part of my duty, along with Robin Boxwell, is to represent VIUFA on 
the VIU Joint Occupational Health and Safety Committee (JOHSC).  This committee is 
jointly made up of representatives from VIUFA, CUPE, BCGEU, VIUSU Administration and 
the VIU Health and Safety Officers.  On behalf of VIUFA, I would like to thank Robin for his 
continued diligence and commitment to representing VIUFA on JOHSC and his on-going 
leadership in promoting a safety culture for all our members.   

The JOHSC committee meets monthly.  Minutes of these meetings are posted on the 
Health and Safety website as well as safety boards:  https://adm.viu.ca/health-and-safety-
services/viu-joint-occupational-health-and-safety-committee .  In addition, this committee 
meets monthly to conduct facilities inspections on campus as well as satellite operations. 
Inspection reports are posted on the Health and Safety website. Some of this committee’s 
work is highlighted below: 

Safety Culture and Performance Check Tool (SCPCT):  Worksafe BC approached VIU to 
survey our JOHSC to measure the members perception of institutional safety.  This is an 
industry outreach program and uses a Safety Culture and Performance Check Tool (SCPCT) 
to survey JOHSC members and report feedback to the committee.  The survey was 
completed in February, and review of the feedback will be on-going work by the committee.    

VIU Tobacco Use Policy Review 44.01:  The JOHSC had made a recommendation to senior 
leadership to review the current smoking policy at VIU. This work is currently on hold until a 
new operations manager is hired. Once this position is in place, the recommendation will 
be re-submitted to the new incumbent.  

Automated External Defibrillators (AED’s):  The VIU Health and Safety department 
purchased 17 new AED’s to replace outdated and expired AED’s located throughout VIU 
campuses.  Purchasing the new AED’s will provide our VIU community with protection.  
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H&S website called ‘Safety Talks”: The purpose of this project was to simplify the process 
of discussing safety at the ground level. The webpage reviews the benefits of incorporating 
safety into everyday work and provides 12 monthly safety topics to discuss collaboratively 
in you team. These discussions can occur at department meetings, at the start of your 
workday, at the office kitchen or at union meetings like this one.  

WorkSafe Violence and Prevention Training:  H&S has created and posted a new 
Workplace Violence and Prevention training module to VIULearn and the H&S website. This 
content and training is designed to provide updates on regulatory requirements and raise 
awareness on how to identify and help prevent workplace violence. The content and 
training also provide workers, who may have experienced workplace violence, with 
resources after an incident has occurred.  

For further information on any of the above, please contact me at stacy.cuzzocrea@viu.ca 
or contact the VIU Health and Safety Department or visit their website at: 
https://adm.viu.ca/health-and-safety-services/viu-joint-occupational-health-and-safety-
committee  
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