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Vancourer Human Rights and International Solidarity Committee Report
University Prepared by Eliza Gardiner
VI U March 2026

Faculty Association

HRISC at VIUFA has an annual $2000 budget; this was increased from $1500 last year at our AGM, alongside
increased budgets for WAGE and DRIS committees.

Our HRISC Chair is a position on the VIUFA Executive, and comes with a section of assignment/release.

This Committee shall monitor the Vancouver Island University Human Rights and Harassment Policies and
Procedures. It shall also identify and publicize local and international human rights and solidarity issues.
The Committee will engage the University and regional campus communities in initiatives and events that
promote diversity, protect equality, prevent discrimination, and educate on topics of social/global justice
and peace. The HRIS Committee will liaise with campus groups and community organizations to support
issues of mutual interest, and cooperate towards the preservation and enhancement of fundamental
human rights on our campus, in our communities, and internationally.

Fall 2025 and Spring 2026 featured:
- attending Executive meetings
- forming a committee of at least 3 members
- thanks to Evandra Panych, Melissa Stephens and Joy Gugeler for their support
- planning for events and initiatives, campaigns, and partnership projects
- connecting with stakeholders in Hope for Youth — Uganda bakery project, funded by FPSE’s ISF
- establishing partnerships for events

Fall Semester Events, coordinated and sponsored by VIUFA’s HRISC:
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WRITE FOR RIGHTS

Write letters, email, or tweet in support of courageous Human Rights Defenders.
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Positive Space Alliance: field trip to UVic's Trans Archives, Nov 13
VIU’s Positive Space Alliance organized field trip partly sponsored by VIUFA's HRISC; we had 9 students
attend this educational and camaraderie-enhancing expedition to University of Victoria
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Sacred Medicine Bags: Wed. Nov.26
Organized hands-on workshop and made medicine bags to give to participants at MMIWG2S+ march on
February 14 2026. This creative, relational building and action-oriented, session supported the calls for justice.

Write for Rights: Thursday November 27

Sponsored and helped to organize Amnesty International's campaign to support people who’ve been
harassed, threatened and jailed for their activism. For over 20 years, Amnesty International’s annual Write for
Rights campaign has transformed the lives of people whose rights have been wronged.

. Human Rights Day, Wednesday December 10, 2-
. 4pm

In commemoration of United Nations Human Rights
Day, VIUFA's Human Rights and International

> ,-J’M Solidarity Committee presents a free film screening at
i 4 ' VIU on Wednesday, December 10 from 4-6pm in bldg
" ., | 355rm203.
: ; A / Special guests will join leaders of Bolt Safety Society
& 4 (BSS) in a discussion of an original film produced by

the Canadian ‘tech startup meets non-profit’ that
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Wednesday, December 10 é % prevents and responds to sexual violence.
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Vancouver Island University o , ,
4-8pm bldg 355 rm 211 Bolt Safety has led humanitarian projects to champion

human rights in Kenya, Colombia, and India. Through
HU MAN RIGHTS DAY documentary film production, legislative advocacy,

high-level presentations, and strategic partnerships,
fopget me not BSS brings safety and equity to the forefront of cross-

a short film (pre-release) by Bolt Safety Society sectoral conversations.

In Cali, Colombia people often get left out of human rights forget me not is a short film (pre_re|ease) produced on-
conversations. Featuring interviews that address sex work, . . i . .

military and racial violence, incarceration and modern ground In Ca“’ Colomb|a, centered on spotllghtlng the
slavery, this documentary builds opportunity for dialogue on stories of those who are often left out of human rights
peweriEpprsssivnEpEploitation and colloctive activism. conversations. The film features first-hand interviews

with human rights champions addressing topics like the
legalities of sex work, military and racial violence,
incarceration and modern slavery, and cultural
preservation as a conduit for hope amidst the
darkness.

Free entry, allwelcome
Guest panelists, discussion

Light refreshments "C.'T_E?i’i'f
viulR

hris@viufa.ca I boltsafety.or‘g Faculty Association
VIUFA Human Rights and International Solidarity Committee

The film creates an opportunity for dialogue on human
rights issues and the underlying themes of power, oppression, and exploitation; it invites viewers to reflect and
remind themselves of the power of our collective to make a meaningful difference.

UN Human Rights Day reaffirms the values of human rights. It is observed annually around the world, since
1948 when the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) was proclaimed. This global pledge enshrines
inalienable rights that everyone is entitled to - regardless of race, colour, religion, sex, language, political or
other opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status.

The theme this year is to bridge the gap between human rights principles and everyday experiences, by
sparking awareness, inspiring confidence and encouraging collective action.

The UN Human Rights Day campaign emphasizes that human rights are positive, essential and attainable.
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December 10 is the final day of the annual 16 Days of Activism Against Gender-based Violence campaign.
Free entry, guest panelists, discussion, refreshments.

In conversation:

Dr Amel Aldehaib & Dr Magnolia Pauker

.....

International
Women’s Day

Vancouver Island University
Monday, March 9
12-2pm

Royal Arbutus Room bldg 300
Guest speakers and discussion
Refreshments and flowers
And, let’s dance!

All are welcome tojoin a
friendly and fun hip hop session ahout
freedom of expression and empowerment.

Together we can forge gender equality.

viuf@

Faculty Association
viufa.ca

#GiveToGain

internationalwomensday.com

Spring Semester Events, coordinated and sponsored by VIUFA’s
HRISC:

- this semester, VIUFA's HRIS chair took on additional duties for our
Women’s and Gender Equity committee and combined initiatives for a
focus on ending gender violence and building gender parity

A Pan-African Feminist Blueprint for Peace in Sudan: Dr. Amel
Aldehaib in Conversation with Dr. Magnolia Pauker

In this urgent collaboration between Sudanese feminist, Dr. Amel Aldehaib
and transnational feminist, Dr. Magnolia Pauker, we will discuss our work
to expose the brutal disconnect between lofty policy rhetoric and the lived
terror of conflict and abandonment by the international community. Amid
state collapse and escalating gender-based violence, Sudanese women
are not waiting to be rescued—they are leading by working for peace from
the ground up.

March 26 Screening of "Analogue Revolution: How Feminist Media
Changed the World" with director's talk

A partnership with the VIU Studies in Women and Gender department, to
address the issues of femicide, gender, and sexual violence.

International Women’s Day at VIU

Join the VIU Faculty Association and VIU Students’ Union on Monday,
March 9 from 11:30 am to 2:30 pm outside the VIU cafeteria and in the
Royal Arbutus Room for an International Women’s Day celebration. The
day will feature arts activities, a dance workshop, guest speakers, panel
discussion and refreshments.

Arts activities

Free, outdoor arts activities, all-welcome, flowers, positive messageson
this year’s theme:“As individuals, giving support means calling out
stereotypes, challenging discrimination, questioning bias, celebrating
women’s success and more.” The international campaign asks that we all
give support to gain advancement for women and girls.

Panel discussion and dance workshop

From 12 to 2 pm in the Royal Arbutus Room, a panel presentation event
will feature student presenters and keynote speaker Elizabeth Lorenz on
the Hope for Youth bakery school in Uganda. Elizabeth will share photos
and stories about this project that builds hope, empowers youth and
creates change — one small act of greater love at a time.

And then ... let’s dance!

Join a friendly and fun hip hop session with VIU student Hayleigh Warry-
Gayton. Hayleigh has a passion for dance that began 22 years ago, and
experience teaching hip-hop and jazz to many ages. Come take part in
this friendly and fun beginner session that will get you up, expressing and
empowering yourself through movement. No experience necessary!
Come take action with us to forge gender parity.



https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhopeforyouthuganda.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7CEliza.Gardiner%40viu.ca%7Ceaac2c6342394c9abac808de7628a748%7C128dfef5fdd54cfcbe193679ed0271ce%7C1%7C0%7C639078114166525666%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X1trJd%2Boe4tLBsYMr88C9MbwKHQaKd%2B27LEMiTiwHxA%3D&reserved=0
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This event is a collaboration between the VIU Faculty Association’s Women’s and Gender Equity Committee,
VIUSU and VIU.

https://hopeforyouthuganda.org/
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/
The committee also organized, in partnership with VIU, the memorial for Dr. Laura Gover.

HRISC is also tasked with managing VIUFA's Union Activism Fund:

- intake of applicants
- selections committee deliberations
- five successful awards:

Harm Reduction Alliance, Carmen Lavoie $1500

Watermelon Seeds Festival, Warren Heiti: $1500

Youth Preventative Dental Care Clinic, Jaimie Braybrook: $1500
Language in the Library, Stephanie Hohn: $750

Community Access Oral Health Clinic Day, Nancy Chutka: $750

© © © © ©

VIUFA HRISC Chair endorsed two FPSE International Solidarity Fund applications:

- Hope for Youth Uganda, school bakery project (Elizabeth Lorenz)
- Solidarity Freedom School: From Sudan to Salish Seas (Magnolia Pauker)

Thank you so much for the opportunity to do this union work again this year. | really appreciate the workload
section, the chance to organize events that build our VIUFA profile on campus and in the community, and for
the relational focus of this committee’s focus.

Accomplishing the duties associated with this portfolio has been a real honour and privilege, and | have
learned so much from the VIUFA members, Executive and Staff.
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